To: Cultural Services Board
From Ed and Barbara Davis
Date: February 27, 2026

Agenda Item 7A on the March 2 Cultural Services Agenda is the removal of 4 specimen and 2 non-specimen live oaks in Davies Lighthouse Park. These trees are between 29-42 years old.  (Staff Report, page 5)
We are opposed to tree removal in Davies Lighthouse Park for the following reasons:
· This park was dedicated by Resolution 02-24, October 16, 2002, as Kay and Ayres Davies Lighthouse Park (Davies Park).
· A series of meetings were held from June 3, 2010 to June 10, 2011, involving Parks, Recreation and Tree Board, Planning Board, Land Acquisition Committee and Town Council involving possible locations for a Veterans Memorial. Multiple options were explored, with the Veterans representative indicating that a large memorial that could increase in size over time would require a large piece of property to be purchased by the Town or there were small-scale options which could possibly be incorporated within Davies Lighthouse Park (Town Council minutes November 18, 2010). At the joint meeting of Parks and Recreation and Planning Boards on April 5, 2011, it was represented this project would have a de minimus impact on Davies Park. After at least 12 meetings regarding location and impact of the project, permission was granted to construct a Veteran’s Memorial at Kay and Ayres Davies Lighthouse Park. Final Development Order, June 17, 2011.  Book 6603, Page 1662, Records of Volusia County. (Attached).  This plan was subject to conditions, one of which was that any intensified use would be subject to comprehensive review.
· Another condition of the project was that 4 live oaks be planted near the memorial
· Three of those 4 required trees were donated by groups and identified on the Site Layout to the Staff Report as 
· #1 Police and Fire Departments, 
· #2 Garden Club; 
· #3 Ponce Inlet Community Center (PICCI)
· The Veterans group is requesting removal of these 3 trees plus 3 more. Staff has recommended that #2 (Garden Club) and #3 (PICCI) be removed.  It is unknown whether or where the 4th required tree in the original plan was planted.
· Of Trees #4, #5, and #6 that are requested to be removed, staff is recommending #6 be removed as diseased.
· Two specimen trees have already been removed for the monument expansion. (Permit attached). This removal was done without the approval of Town Council required by Code of Ordinances 82-1. 
We are opposed to any further tree removal.  This is a public park.  Trees are an integral part of a park and should not be removed unless they are diseased or a danger to the public.  Any determination that a tree is diseased should be made by a certified arborist.  Further, at least 3 of the trees requested to be removed were required to be planted as a condition of the original construction. If pavers are affected, moving pavers is a better option than removing  trees that are 29-42 years old.
